
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To: Liam Skinner, Interim Superintendent of Schools   
From: Latifah Phillips, Chief Equity and Engagement Officer 
Date: September 1, 2023 
Re: School Assignment Update – School Opening

 
  
As of August 31, there are 14,520 students enrolled in the Lowell Public Schools. The 
attached District Enrollment spreadsheet reflects these 14,520 students in addition to students 
in other categories such as students awaiting Special Education evaluations, students 
awaiting medical clearance in order to be pulled onto a school roster, and students on the 
PreK waitlist.  
 
Since July 1, 2023, the Family Resource Center had 938 registrations submitted using the 
online registration portal (OLR). Below is a chart of the grade distribution of the registrants.  
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The chart below shows the place of birth of newly enrolled students.   
 

 
 
The charts on the following page show which languages are spoken by families of new 
students to the district. The table on the left shows “Language Most Used” as reported on the 
registration form. The table on the right provides an additional breakdown of languages 
spoken within households that indicated English as their primary language. Of the 550 
registrants who indicated English as their primary language, almost half identified the 
presence of a second language within their home.  



  

 
 
Of the newly enrolled students, 12% have qualified for McKinney Vento homeless services.  
 
At the time of this report, there are 178 students being processed for school 
assignments. Of these students, 139 are missing immunization documents. 
Furthermore, 114 students who have been assigned to schools are unable to attend 
due to non-medical clearance. School nurses and administrators are working with 
families to complete the required immunizations.  
 
The FRC will continue to work closely with school leaders and the health department to 
support a full count of new students leading up to the October 1 state reporting deadline. 
 
 



  

 
FRC Operations 
In addition to the regular after-hours appointments which are available to families, the FRC 
has been open from 8am-6pm since August 21 and will continue these hours through the first 
day of kindergarten. The FRC was also open on two Saturdays in the month of August, the 
19tht and the 26th.  We are currently negotiating the option to provide extended hours once a 
week throughout the school year.  
 
Since August 11, the FRC logged 1,259 walk-ins on sign-in sheets. Of those who indicated a 
reason for their visit, approximately 54% of visits were related to registration or transfers, 
30% for transportation, and over 15% for other matters such as work permits and general 
school information.  
 
With the increase of phone calls leading up to the start of school, the FRC prepared for this 
spike by setting up a temporary call center using a new phone system. The new phone system 
logged over 2,000 answered calls from August 21 through August 31. We will continue to 
review data to propose continuous improvements to the FRC’s phone system throughout the 
regular school year.  
 
  


